BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“The miracle continues at the Church’s banquet … For Christ’s blood is changed into wine and we drink
it with holy joy, praising the great Bridegroom, for he is the true Bridegroom.’ — Romanus Melodus

Dear Saints,

16 Jan 2022

The first miracle at Cana — water into wine. It is a story so well-known that it has long been a
common idiom in scores of languages. But for all the myriad of things to underscore in this
passage, one thing rings undoubtedly true: Cana is an epiphany.
From at least the 400s, the changing of water into wine was associated with the Festival
of Epiphany. The biblical stories of the nativity of Jesus, the coming of the Magi, the Baptism of
Jesus, and the Cana miracle provided the material for the famous hymn by Coelius Sedulius (ca.
AD 450), “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here.” Exactly. The King is here. Perhaps this is doubly
appropriate for the fact that the miracle pertains to Jesus speaking the word and making a
miraculous provision for the wedding banquet is precisely what occurs during the celebration
of Holy Communion. Word of Christ. Miracle. The King is here.
Presence. That’s what Mass is all about. We don’t gather for a glorified Bible study and
we certainly don’t gather for the fried chicken — we still are permitted to eat at Maple Street!
Except, except this meal: The true feast.
Think about it. At most churches they attempt to reconstruct the “thought world” of the
past, you know, to get as close to the true meaning of the biblical text. And once we think we
have that (i.e., the facts), then the real learning occurs as we apply them to our contemporary
situation. That is, once we have successfully mined the “right” doctrines, then we’ll have the
“right”applications. All of this way of thinking is really a thousand miles away from what God
is doing when He calls us to gather in His holy name. Instead of us doing the “work” (gosh, that
sounds like a “wokeism”) to ascertain the facts, so that we can apply the Word, we understand
the Word to be used by God as the manifestation of His divine presence: He is present in His
law as Judge; He is present in His Word as Savior. In other words, the formal authority of the
Bible (the canon as norm for doctrine and life) and its material authority (the text as
manifestation of the Risen One) merge: God is with us in His Word. This is why we preserve the
liturgy (pure Word); this is why we read the Gospel from the midst of the congregation (pure
Word); and this is why we are devoted to the Sacraments (pure Word). The Word of God in our
midst is the manifestation of the reality of divine presence. Christ speaks His Word. Miracle.
The King is here. Doubt nothing… unless you are doing the doing.
Here then is the Wittenberg Way: Come in faith to receive the Word, for God is engaged
in self-giving through the liturgical Word, the preached Word, the proclaimed Word, the
sacramented Word. Christ speaks. Miracle. The King is here. Amen.
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Jan. 16

Second S. a. the
Epiphany

Is. 62:1–5

Psalm 128

1 Cor. 12:1–11

John 2:1–11

Jan. 23

Third S. a. the
Epiphany

Neh. 8:1–3,
5–6, 8–10

Psalm 19:(1–6)
7–14

1 Cor. 12:12–
31a

Luke 4:16–30

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 16 Jan 2022. Color: Green. Divine Service 3. Processional
Hymn, 398. Hymn of the Day 397; Psalm 128 chanted responsively; Eucharistic Hymn, 602;
Recessional 395. Sermon: St. John 2.1-11 “The Literacy of Faith.”
* Congregation meeting / Announcement. @ 2pm
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Luke 15, Lesson 12: “The Lost Coin”

* Confirmation Catechesis, Lesson 5: 3 Feb. Thursday 3:25pm at Classical Christian Academy
Third Sunday after Epiphany 23 Jan 2022. Color: Green. Divine Service 3. Processional Hymn,
394. Hymn of the Day 408; Psalm 29 chanted responsively; Eucharistic Hymn, 630; Recessional
409. Sermon: Romans 6.1-11 “United to Christ in Life and Death.”
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Luke 15, Lesson 13: “The Lost Coin”

Intimations:
* Suzanne Beamish had what appears to be a successful knee replacement surgery on
Wednesday. She is convalescing at home. May the Lord grant her a speedy recovery.
* Thank you Mike and Julia Pond for hosting (again!) our Saturday Logos & Lager event.
* Thank you Order of St. Vincent Crucifers and Acolytes for viewing and discussing “I Am
Legend” to find the Gospel haunting pop culture movies.
* 30 January, Holy Baptism of Wiley Drake.
* Article from Pr John: “When Sermon Meets Sacrament” https://www.1517.org/articles/when
* February Logos & Lager.
Prayers: Suzanne’s recovery; Wiley’s baptism; Rob & Ashley Varga (pregnant!); Tami battling
ailments; thanksgiving to God that Ray & Sue, Charles and Hannah have all recovered from
Covid; Lara, too, has recovered; Noah (not well); Rachel M. (covid); thanksgiving for the
Supreme Court decision; Headmaster Stutzman and family; Sophia returning to MI; Pastor John
speaking at Symposia and Hillsdale College Monday-Saturday.
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