BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“Generally speaking, there are two parts to Scripture: Law and Gospel. The Law displays sin, the Gospel
grace. The shows the disease, the Gospel the cure.” — Philip Melanchthon, Loci Communes 1521

Dear Saints,

5 Dec 2021

This past Sunday we enjoined the most ancient “Entrance Rite” the church has preserved. It was
interesting to do so. Audrey quickly came to consider which posture best accentuates the Introit
— the entrance of Christ and the foci of the Sacrament of Holy Absolution. A word on the
history of the Entrance Rite.
In the ancient world the king would sometimes visit a village or city. Anticipating his coming,
villagers would line the road waiting for him to appear, and as he entered the city they would
cry “Lord, have mercy!” Amid their shouts, one could also hear petitions from the crowd for
gifts that reflected his mercy — such things as food, protection, lower taxes, and always and
most importantly, peace.
Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem is an excellent example of this. In the Eastern Church, Christians
adopted the practice of petitioning for gifts with cries of mercy as the Clery entered the church
during the procession to the altar at the beginning of Mass. Christians adopted this secular
practice for their King — the King of kings, and Lord of the universe — for He was coming to
them in His Word to bring the gifts fo His presence. As Luther Reed put it: “The Kyrie is not
another confession of sins, but a prayer for grace and help in time of need — the ardent cry of
the Church for assistance” (The Lutheran Liturgy, 255). The cry for mercy is biblical, particularly
for those seeking release from bondage that only Jesus the King could give. It is the cry of the
ten lepers, who seeing Jesus and knowing He can heal, cry out, “Jesus. master, have mercy on
us” (Luke 17.13). This petition for mercy has been explained in this way:
[It is] the most comprehensive and most expressive of prayers … To beg god’s mercy is
to ask for the coming of His kingdom, that kingdom which Christ promised to give to
those who seek it, assuring them that all other things will be added (Matthew 6.33).
Because of this, it is a perfect example of a universal petition. (P Pfatteicher, Commentary)
The Kyrie is the acknowledgment of gifts to be received with eager thankfulness and praise because the
King is coming in His Word.
They cry for mercy in the Kyrie is a cry for peace. The invasion of peace from above is why we
petition for “the peace of the whole world” — a peace realized in salvation, the well-being of the
Church of God, the unity of all, a peace for this holy house and for all who worship here. The
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petitions conclude with a list describing the essence of our cry for God’s mercy: “Help, save,
comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.” And so the Divine Service as table fellowship with Jesus
begins in peace as the people cry for mercy in the Kyrie.
The entrance hymn isn’t randomly placed and there’s a genius to assembling around the font
during the Hymn of Invocation, followed by the Introit or Psalm of the Day. During the Kyrie let
your imagination cut loose. Picture the King having entered the city in peace having
accomplished the salvation of its citizens and, as “He enters in” (Latin, introit) we call out for
favors and blessing and enrichment.
This should be on our mind as six children on our parish receive their First Holy Communion:
Luther, Teddy, Samantha, Deklan, Aviela, and Ivan. They are at peace with Christ. The King has
rescued them and brought salvation to their homes. And now the King invites them to His
banqueting table to dine as His favored guests. It is a time of peace. It is a time of rejoicing. And
it is time to ask the King for more … bless our children even more. Keep them in your graces
forever and spare them the scars of this deceitful world. Lord, have mercy. Amen!

Dec. 5

Second S. in Advent

Mal. 3:1–7b

Psalm 66:1–12

Phil. 1:2–11

Luke 3:1–14
(15–20)

Dec. 12

Third S. in Advent

Zeph. 3:14–20

Psalm 85

Phil. 4:4–7

Luke 7:18–28
(29–35)

Second Sunday 5 Dec. Color: BLUE. Divine Service 1. Hymn of Invocation 348. Psalm 67
chanted responsively; Blessing and Lighting of the Advent Wreath; Hymn of the Day 359;
Eucharistic Hymn, 358; Recessional 791. Sermon: St. Luke 3:1-14 ”Feeling the Christmas Spirit.”
* Second Midweek Mass: Evening Prayer & DS IV. Office Hymn: LSB 356. St. Luke 4.16-22,
“Jesus’ Advent in Word and Sacrament.”
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Luke 15, Lesson 7: “Three Parables in One.”
Following Mass please come to the Bombaro home for celebratory beverages and cake as we
honor Christ and toast our First Holy Communicants
Third Sunday 12 Dec. Color: BLUE/ROSE. Divine Service 1. Hymn of Invocation 352. Psalm 85
chanted responsively; Blessing and Lighting of the Advent Wreath; Hymn of the Day 374;
Eucharistic Hymn, 362; Recessional 371. Sermon: Philippians 4.4-7, “The Lord Close By.”
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* Third Midweek Mass: Evening Prayer & DS IV. Office Hymn: LSB 357. Isaiah 64.1-8 “A Tale of
Three.”
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Luke 15, Lesson 8: “Progression of the Stories."

* Confirmation Catechesis, Lesson 3: Thursday 3:25pm at Classical Christian Academy
* Logos & Lager on hiatus resumes in January.
* Christmas Party @ the Bombaro home, 5pm Saturday 18 Dec. Please bring an appetizer and
White Elephant Gift (kids version and adult version) for each person in your party who
would like to play. Gifts $10 and under. Carol singing. Ugly sweater contest. Bring friends. No
humbugs.
Due to, ahem, technical difficulties (user error) last Sunday, some photos from the slide show
are attached below, including the recent article in the Reporter.
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Dr. Bombaro. Daily Workshop: “Conduct of the Service”
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Walking tour of Wittenberg with Prof. Wilhelm Weber.
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Islamabad, Pakistan
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Luther Academy, Riga, Latvia
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