BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“Although the body is dissolved at the appointed time, because of that original disobedience, it is
placed, as it were, in the crucible of the earth, to be re-cast again.” — St. Irenaeus

Dear Saints,

Seventh Sunday after Trinity 18 July 2021

When we speak of Jesus’ resurrection, what we are not saying is that he was resuscitated, nor are
we saying that he was reincarnated. We are not saying that he is alive again after being dead,
which is sometimes understood by our saying that “He lives” or “He arose.” Instead, we are
taking about a humanity that was dehumanized through death (meaning, the separation of
spirit and body), only to be rehumanized through divine revivification (raised up, made alive)
that essentially entails the transformation of mortality into immorality, from corruption to
incorruption, from perishability to imperishability or, put differently, for human existence
capable of being in the immediate presence of God, even when God brings His kingdom to
Earth in the episode on the Last Day that will renew the heavens and the Earth. The resurrection
of Jesus entails the total and comprehensive glorification of a human being, not merely his
restoration.
So, then, with this understanding, there are two other important ways resurrection is
used in Scripture and both pertain to the likes of you and me. Let me begin with the
resurrection of our spirits. This is something that did not take place with Jesus, His spirit was
not resurrected but rather is a result of His redeeming work. He resurrects our spirits. Our
spirits, however, are not entirely synonymous with our ‘souls.’ Instead, the biblical formula for
a human being is not body + soul = a human being, but rather a divinely-given or, better,
created spirit plus a physical body equals a living soul. The first resurrection, then, such that we
read about in Revelation 20.5, is what takes place to us, to our spirits in Holy Baptism. We are
united to the Resurrected One and—what is true of the Messiah—becomes true of us. This
resurrection is about our spiritual transformation from death to life: We are “born anew,”
“regenerated” — spirits that were once dead in trespasses and sins are now resurrected, raised
up, made alive, transformed by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit of God. This
normatively takes place in Holy Baptism or, at least, it is the fixed reference point for the
resurrection of our spirits. The resurrection of our spirits in Holy Baptism is the second sense in
which we are to understand biblical references or allusions to resurrection, with Jesus’ bodily,
resurrection being the first. Paul loves to speak of our baptismal resurrection in places like Eph
2.4-6 with Jesus’ bodily resurrection as both the cause and paragon for it.
The third biblical sense in which resurrection is pertinent to us has to do with the
resurrection of our very own bodies. The Lord does not save our spirits only to scrap our bodies
into the cosmic waste bid. Since our bodies constitute who and what we are as human beings

along with our spirits, they too must be redeemed, restored, regenerated, recreated. In a word,
resurrected. Our guarantee that this will take place is the fact that Jesus’ body was resurrected.
Now, I bring up the topic of resurrection life because we have a trial before us as a
parish, namely the prolonged absence of the Pastor. I depart for two Sundays to Romania for
missionary responsibilities, only to return to care for and enjoy my family over a long
anticipated vacation, en route to taking Sophia to college. Resurrection life does not have an
attachment to a pastor or place, but to the Christ who keeps His promises to fortify us in
resurrection life by giving Himself to us in His Word and Sacraments during each and every
Mass. The pastors who will be presiding are faithful men who will minister to the Lord’s
bidding. Come for Jesus. Come for grace and forgiveness. Come to participate in resurrection
life. Come for the health and welfare of our congregation. And know that I myself will be
longing to return home and be with you all again.
July 18

Seventh Sunday
after Trinity

Gen. 2:7–17

Psalm 33:1–11

Rom. 6:19–23

Mark 8:1–9

July 25

Eighth Sunday
after Trinity

Jer. 23:16–29

Psalm 26

Acts 20:27–38 or
Rom. 8:12–17

Matt. 7:15–23

Seventh S. a. Trinity 18 July. Color: Green. Divine Service 3. Processional 512. Hymn of the Day
534; Psalm 19 chanted responsively at distribution; Duet Helena and Ethan. Post-Communion
Canticle: Nunc Dimittis; Recessional 922. Sermon: Genesis 2.4-25, “When We Were Naked.”
* AUGSBURG ACADEMY: Session 12, “Learning the Overlap.”
* Logos & Lager 16 July @ 7pm, Bombaro home. Topic: “Who is the Angle of the Lord?”
* Blessed Sacrament Women dining at Ridicci’s Friday at 7pm.
Gratefully yours in Christ Jesus,
Pastor John

