BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” — St. John the Baptist

Dear Saints,

9 Jan 2022

With this Feast, the Baptism of Our Lord, Christmas ends liturgically, though it continues on in
spirit and as a liturgical cycle until Candlemas (Friday 2 Feb.) when we recall St. Mary’s postbirth Purification and Our Lord's Presentation in the Temple.
On this, the octave of the Epiphany (celebrated Thursday, 6 January), we continue to
focus on the Baptism of Jesus by St. John the Baptist in the River Jordan. He whose birth we just
celebrated now shows us how to be born again or "born from above”, and in doing so, Christ
confers on us—through union with him—all that he accomplished on our behalf, even the full
meaning and significance of John’s baptism.
The marveling at the Theophany continues in pondering the meaning of His Baptism, a
meaning made more apparent by the Gradual, Alleluia, Offertory, Preface, and Communion
prayers of today's Mass, all of which allude to the Magi and their recognition of Jesus as King
and God.
“And Jesus being baptized, forthwith came out of the water: and lo, the heavens were
opened to him: and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him. And
behold a voice from heaven, saying: This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” This
revelation of His glory was predicted in Isaias 40:3-5.
St. Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274), in his Summa Theologica, gives us three other reasons for
the fittingness of St. John baptizing Christ. One is so that Christ might sanctify Baptism, a
sentiment expressed by St. John Chrysostom (d. 407) when he wrote "In truth, Christ needed not
baptism, neither his nor any other; but rather baptism needed the power of Christ." Another is
so that John, by baptizing, "might accustom men to the Baptism of Christ." And the last is so
that "by persuading men to do penance, he might prepare men to receive worthily the baptism
of Christ.”
St. Thomas gives us some theological reflection on the event of Jesus’ baptism. But there
are other facts, facts directly from the Scriptures itself. Here are a few. St. John the Baptist
considered his water rituals only preliminary and temporary until the coming of the Messiah
who would baptize with the Spirit and usher in the kingdom of God (John 1.24, 33-34). John
claimed only to be “the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said” (v.23). John claimed his job was to tell people about the
Coming One who was to set up the kingdom (vv. 26-30).
But let’s take it a step further. For John the Baptist, his recognition of Jesus as the
Messiah by the Spirit alighting upon Him and the declaration of the Father (“This is my Son!),
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signaled that his preparatory baptism “for the forgiveness of sins” actually did not take aways
sins. Rather, it would be “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (v.29) and it
would be the Messiah would would “baptize with the Holy Spirit” (v.33).
Friends, you have been baptized by Christ and with His Spirit. You have the forgiveness
of sins. Yours is the kingdom of God. For us, there is no doubt as to where our allegiance
belongs: It belongs to Jesus — the One who rules with grace, mercy, truth, peace and love. Holy
Baptism, the baptism you received, is more political than personal. Through baptism you
became a participant in the kingdom of God, a political entity. This allows us to hold American
politics in proper perspective. We don’t see it as the end all, be all. It doesn’t hold our primary
or full allegiance. Instead, our very identity as the baptized says that we can speak truth to the
politics and policies to our day without fear, without misplaced hope or trust, and without any
party laying claim to us in an ultimate sense. We have a king. His name is Jesus. And so, we
above all people have no reason to live with fear but in total freedom.

Icon of the Theophany

Jan. 9

The Baptism of Our
Lord / First S. a. the
Epiphany

Is. 43:1–7

Psalm 29

Rom. 6:1–11

Luke 3:15–22

Jan. 16

Second S. a. the
Epiphany

Is. 62:1–5

Psalm 128

1 Cor. 12:1–11

John 2:1–11

The Baptism of Our Lord 9 Jan 2022. Color: White. Divine Service 3. Processional Hymn, 394.
Hymn of the Day 408; Psalm 29 chanted responsively; Eucharistic Hymn, 630; Recessional 409.
Sermon: Romans 6.1-11 “United to Christ in Life and Death.”
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Luke 15, Lesson 11: “The Lost Sheep”

* Confirmation Catechesis, Lesson 4: 13 Jan. Thursday 3:25pm at Classical Christian Academy
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Second Sunday after the Epiphany 16 Jan 2022. Color: Green. Divine Service 3. Processional
Hymn, 398. Hymn of the Day 397; Psalm 128 chanted responsively; Eucharistic Hymn, 602;
Recessional 395. Sermon: St. John 2.1-11 “The Literacy of Faith.”
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Luke 15, Lesson 12: “The Lost Coin”

* Confirmation Catechesis, Lesson 5: 3 Feb. Thursday 3:25pm at Classical Christian Academy
Prayers: The Drake family; Suzanne’s surgery on Tuesday; health of all parishioners; Tami
battling ailments; Ray & Sue; Lara recovering from illness; Claire L. and Rachel M. (covid);
Supreme Court decision regarding mandates; Headmaster Stutzman and family; Sophia
returning to MI; Pastor John MDFL Conference Monday-Wednesday.
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