BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“The table fellowship of Jesus is where he teaches about the kingdom and is itself an expression of the
new are of salvation.” — Arthur A. Just, Concordia Commentary, Luke Vol.2, 574

Dear Saints,

26 Sept 2021

The most foundational thing in God is not some abstract quality, but that fact that He is Father.
Repeatedly, the Scriptures equate the terms God and Father: in Exodus, the Lord calls Israel “my
firstborn son” (4.22); He carries His people “as a father carries his son” (Deut 1.31), disciplines
them “as a man disciplines his son” (8.5); He calls to them, saying: “As a father has compassion
on his children so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him” (Ps 103.13) and “How
gladly would I treat you like sons and give you a desirable land, the most beautiful inheritance
of any nation. I thought you would call me ‘Father’ and not turn away from following Me” (Jer
3.19). These are but a few of many such passages.
Thus Isaiah prays, “You are our Father … you, O LORD, are our Father” (63.16); and a popular
Old Testament name was Abijah (“The Lord is my father”). Then, of course, Jesus repeatedly
refers to God as “the Father” and directs prayer to “our Father”. Likewise with St. Paul.
Since God is, before all things, a Father, and not primarily Creator or Ruler, all His ways are
beautifully fatherly. It is not that this God “does” being a Father; He is Father. All the way
down. Thus all that He does He does as Father. That is who He is. He creates as a Father and He
rules as a Father. Swiss Reformer Jean Calvin, with whom I otherwise harbor few sympathies,
rightly stated concerning God the Father: “We ought in the very order of things [in creation]
diligently to contemplate God’s fatherly love … [for as] a foreseeing and diligent father of the
family He shows His wonderful goodness toward us …. To conclude once for all, whenever we
call God the Creator and heaven and earth, let us at the same time bear in mind that we are
indeed His children.” 1
It was a profound observation, for it is only when we see that God rules His creation as a kind
and loving Father that we will be moved to delight in his providence and lordship. What is more,
the Father is called “Father” because He is a Father. And a father is a person who gives life, who
begets children. This gets unpacked for us in 1 John 4: “Dear friends, let us love one another, for
love comes from god. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love foes not know God, because God is love” (4.7-8).
Think about this with respect to the defense and preservation of human life. God, our Father, is
involved in the creation of all human beings, from the point of conception. The wonton attack
on the unborn is, at the same time, a malicious repudiation of our Father. Put differently, the
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Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1.14.2, 22.

unfounded claim to abortion results in a double tragedy: the purposeful death of the unborn
and self-orphaning — Fatherless in the world. Such persons repudiate the Father, claiming that
life is the mere plaything of humanity, a whimsical “right” determined by mere wants.
The fathers in our parish are never so Father-like than in their fathering, parenting, provision
and defense of children and the women with whom they share in the life-making-act. In short, it
turns out that the doctrine of the Trinity is essential for understanding the heart and motivation
God has toward humanity and the sanctifying love of fathers toward their families.
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Seventeenth S. a. Trinity 26 Sept. Color: Green. Divine Service 1. Processional 817. Hymn of the
Day 537; Psalm 2 chanted responsively; Eucharistic Hymn, 628; Post-Communion Canticle:
Thank the Lord; Recessional 924. Sermon: St. Luke 147.1-14, “Come Up Higher.”
Eighteenth S. a. Trinity 3 Oct. Color: Green. Divine Service 1. Processional 442. Hymn of the
Day 512; Psalm 34 chanted responsively; Eucharistic Hymn, 644; Post-Communion Canticle:
Thank the Lord; Recessional 525. Sermon: St. Matt 22.34-46, “Game, Set, Match.”
* We are using Setting 1 for Mass. The Verbi and Pater Noster, however, are chanted.
* Well done Order of St. Vincent for accommodating the Divine Service setting 1.
* Augsburg Academy: The Parable of Lk 15. Lesson 4, “The Travel Narrative.”
The next Logos & Lager event is for couples— men and women! Thank you to the Drake family
for hosting in October! Many thanks to a great L&L event at the home of Mike & Julia Pond.

