BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“"Unless I am convinced by Scripture and plain reason - I do not accept the authority of the popes and
councils, for they have contradicted each other - my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I
will not recant anything for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand. I cannot do
otherwise. God help me. Amen.” — Martin Luther at the Imperial Diet of Worms, 1521.

Dear Saints,

Third Sunday of Easter (Misercorias Domini) 18 April 2021

Yesterday marked the 500th anniversary of Luther’s appearance before the Diet of Worms
where he risked life and limb for the sake of the Gospel. At the death of Maximilian I of
Habsburg, his grandson Charles defeated King Frances and became Emperor Charles V. One of
Charles’s first acts as emperor was to request that the princes and urban deputies assembled for
the Diet of Worms condemn Luther. Luther would be afforded no opportunity to defend
himself, but merely acknowledge his critical writings of the Church of Rome in its political
power and theological holdings and recant, or not.
Through the entire assembly Charles had
a Chief Advocate by the name of Jerome Aleander. Aleander was “a special commissioner of
Leo X.” Aleander was hired to keep Luther away from the Diet of Worms because they did not
want Luther to come to the assembly. Nothing was going to stop Luther from appearing at
Worms, because he was prepared to tackle any challenge given to him. Things did not end the
way that Charles thought they would at the Diet.
The Diet of Worms, in 1521, was a drawn out process that went on for days. The rest of
the hall was filled with the politically powerful of Germany. Luther was asked to explain his
writings but not to argue them: “This touches God and his word. This affects the salvation of
souls…I beg you, give me time,” he pleaded. He was given one day, and back in his quarters he
wrote, “So long as Christ is merciful, I will not recant a single jot or title. Luther did answer, and
it was an answer that, in his words, was without “horns or teeth”: Unless I can be instructed
and convinced with evidence from the Holy Scriptures or with open, clear, and distinct grounds
and reasoning—and my conscience is captive to the Word of God—then I cannot and will not
recant, because it is neither safe nor wise to act against conscience. He then added: “Here I
stand. I can do no other. God help me! Amen.” The Diet of Worms influenced the Reformation
because of how the people reacted to the judgment of the council. It was a momentous day for
the defense of Truth — a day not entirely unlike our own. We, too, must take a stand for truth.
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Third S. of Easter

Ezek. 34:11–16

Psalm 23

1 Peter 2:21–25

John 10:11–16

Fourth S. of Easter
(Jubilate)

Is. 40:25–31 or
Lam. 3:22–33

Psalm 147:1–11

1 Peter 2:11–20
or 1 John 3:1–3

John 16:16–22

St. Mark, Evangelist

Is. 52:7–10

Psalm 146

2 Tim. 4:5–18

Mark 16:14–20

(Misericordias Domini)

*Third. Sun. of Easter 18 April. Color: White. Misericordias Domini is known as Good Shepherd
Sunday. Processional 464; Kyrie; This is the Feast. Hymn of the Day 711; Psalm 23 chanted
responsively during distribution; Distribution Hymn: 709; Post-Communion Canticle: Thank
the Lord; Recessional 477. Sermon: Psalm 23, “Shepherd with an Attitude.”
Catechesis. Sundays for all from 1400 - 1445: “Where Heaven and Earth Meet.”
Session 5: At the Threshold of God’s Time
Session 6: Where God Dwells
UPCOMING:
(1) Our Bishop, The Rev. Dr. Jamison Hardy, who is making a recovering from Covid, will be
visiting Blessed Sacrament Sunday 6 June. He will formalize the recognition of Blessed
Sacrament. Pastor Bombaro will preach and serve as the Celebrant.
(2) Military honors and committal for the late Thomas Hankins at Washington State Veterans
Cemetery, Medicine Lake, took place yesterday with approximately 30 persons in
attendance and Pr. John presiding. On 17 April, there was a memorial service at Shepherd of
the Hills Lutheran Church.
(3) Confirmation Catechesis 4:30pm resumes Thursday 21 April at CCA.
(4) Acolyte Training will take place at the Church, Saturday 15 May @ 0830-0930am. Parents are
welcome to attend.
(5) Logos & Lager men’s theological “pub” night will take place at the Bombaro home on
Friday 14 May @ 1900.
(6) Bear in mind, pastor will be in Quantico, VA, 28 April through 13 May for AT.
(7) Listen for Pastor on Issues, Etc. Monday, speaking on “Preaching as Divine SelfAttestation.”
Gratefully yours in Christ Jesus,
Pastor John

