BLESSED SACRAMENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
“Whatever is altered in order to conform to the Word of God is no innovation. All customs, no
batter how good they are, must give way to the Word of God … Therefore the Word must alter and
rule both the old and the new and not be altered or ruled by either the new or the old.” — Martin
Luther (Luther’s Works, 16:972).
Dear Blessed Sacrament family,

22 Oct 2020

This Sunday we commemorate the 503rd anniversary of the Reformation. To be specific, we are
celebrating the conservative Reformation — the beginning of reforms to the catholic church in the
West in accordance with the Gospel of Christ. Because this was a movement of the Holy Spirit, it
will be remembered as a historical event, but the focus will be on the Word of God and the
Sacraments of Christ our Lord. Only in the Word and Sacraments do we find comfort and truth. The
famous Lucas Cranach painting above, the centerpiece of the Altar at St. Mary’s Church,
Wittenberg, says it all: We preach Christ Jesus. So, too, here at Blessed Sacrament Lutheran Church
— we are purposed to conserve the most biblical and useful within the catholic tradition to herald
an adorn the evangel — the Gospel of our Lord. Wear red and celebrate that Christ has provided all
things necessary for our redemption and new life in the Spirit.
The significance of the Reformation as a theological event was decisive. At the heart of Luther's
reformation lay the biblical doctrine of justification by faith alone (sola fide). Social historians have
doubted that such a ‘theological’ doctrine could ever have attracted mass support of itself. But the
personal testimony of the likes of Hans Sachs and Albrecht Durer, together with the flood of
pamphlets which poured forth in German-speaking lands in the early 1520s, indicate that it was
precisely this doctrine of sinners being justified before God not by works but rather through faith in
Jesus Christ alone, and its liberating message, which drove support for the Reformation all across
Europe. Recovering the Gospel purity in the doctrine that a sinner is justified by God's grace alone
(sola gratia), through faith alone (sola fide), on account of Jesus Christ alone (solus Christus), on the
authority of Holy Scripture alone (sola scriptura) proved to be a double liberation: sinners freed from
an oppressive system of salvation by works and monetary payments, and the Gospel freed from the
debris heaped upon it by - of all things - the Church herself.

Sunday Mass. Proper Reformation. Color red. This week’s hymns come from Luther: Processional:
656; Hymn of Praise: This is the Feast; Hymn of the Day: 556; Recessional: 504. Psalm 46 will be
chanted responsively during the distribution. The Bombaro family will sing the Magnificat during
distribution. Post-Communion Canticle: Thank the Lord. The texts for the next two weeks are:
Oct. 25
(observed)

Reformation Day
(Oct. 31)

Rev. 14:6–7

Psalm 46

Rom. 3:19–28

John 8:31–36 or
Matt. 11:12–19

Nov. 1

All Saints' Day
(Nov. 1)

Rev. 7:(2–8)
9–17

Psalm 149

1 John 3:1–3

Matt. 5:1–12

First Holy Communion catechumens gather 0830-0930 Saturday at the Sousa home.
Catechesis. Every Sunday catechesis for all will take place from 0900 - 0945. We will continue with
the 7th lesson in “Loving the Liturgy.”
Prayers for the saints in our midst. Sandi, a friend of the Drake family; Helena, with
thanksgiving for recovery; Samantha’s upcoming surgery; our First Holy Communion catechumens;
Resources. A free copy of the monthly periodical of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, The
Lutheran Witness, is available here: file:///Users/pastorbombaro/Downloads/LW_Oct2020_RFW.pdf.
Pastor Bombaro was on Issues, Etc. radio program this week discussing his recent article
“Dialogical Preaching or Not.” The program and article may be found here:
https://issuesetc.org/2020/10/20/2942-the-dangers-of-dialogue-preaching-dr-johnbombaro-10-20-20/.
https://www.1517.org/articles/dialogical-preaching-or-not
Upcoming Events. (1) A parish potluck Oktoberfest celebration will take place at the MacPherson
home 7 November @ 3pm. Wear your lederhosen and dirndls or at least sport a handsome stein.
(2) Saint Martin’s Day Lantern Event on 11 Nov. for about an hour, when the children will be making
lanterns for a procession, and house blessing to follow.

On the Festival of St. Luke, Pr. Bombaro, pictured with Marie, administers the Rite of Consecration for newly
gifted Vessels of Holy Communion. The extraordinary set depicts the Last Supper and Gospel tetramorphs.

Gratefully yours,
Pastor John

